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Introduction 
Welcome to the enlightening journey of our e-course on Close Reading - a skill that transcends 
the boundaries of words on a page. Close Reading is not just decoding text; it's a dance with 
the author's intent, a deciphering of layers, and an exploration of the nuanced beauty woven 
into language. The advantages of Close Reading are as diverse as the texts it unravels. It hones 
critical thinking, enhances comprehension, and fosters a deep appreciation for the artistry 
behind written expression. 

In a world inundated with information, the ability to close read is a beacon of intellectual 
empowerment. Our e-course is crafted to be your guide through this transformative process, 
providing you with the tools to dissect and understand written material at a profound level. The 
benefits of an e-course extend beyond the traditional classroom, allowing you to learn at your 
own pace, revisit lessons as needed, and engage in a dynamic online community of fellow 
learners. 

As we embark on this intellectual adventure, consider the global context. PISA results 
consistently highlight the correlation between strong reading skills and academic success. Our 
e-course, rooted in the principles of Close Reading, aligns seamlessly with the pursuit of 
literacy excellence. Join us in this exploration of words, sentences, and paragraphs - a journey 
that not only enhances your individual prowess but contributes to a collective elevation of 
reading proficiency. Let's read between the lines and unlock the door to a world of 
understanding. 

In this e-course, we provide several tools to get started with Close Reading. First of all we give 
you some factors that make reading not interesting for students. By knowing these reasons, you 
– as a teacher – can avoid this. After the main idea of Close Reading, we will explain the 
different steps of Close Reading with tips and tricks. 

This e-course has been written for an KA2-project with partners from Estonia, Belgium and 
Ireland. We are very proud to present it and hope teachers will inspire teachers all over Europe 
to implement Close Reading in their education. 
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Chapter 1: About reading 

What do the PISA-results say about the reading skills of 
students in Europe? 

PISA is conducted by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) to 
assess and compare the performance of education systems worldwide. 

PISA assesses students' skills in reading, mathematics, and science, providing valuable insights 
into the effectiveness of education systems. Results can vary by country and region. Generally, 
European countries have demonstrated strong performance in reading skills, with several 
countries ranking among the top performers globally. 

To obtain the latest and most accurate information on PISA results for reading skills in Europe, 
We recommend checking the official reports and updates from the OECD or relevant 
educational authorities. They typically release detailed reports that provide in-depth analyses 
of students' performance in various countries and regions. 

Why is it important to be a good reader ? 

In essence, being a good reader is not just a skill; it's a powerful tool that opens doors to a 
world of opportunities, growth, and understanding. 

●​ Academic success: Proficient reading is the foundation of academic achievement. 
Whether it's understanding textbooks, researching online, or comprehending exam 
questions, strong reading skills are crucial for success in all subjects. 

●​ Critical thinking: Reading promotes critical thinking by encouraging you to analyse and 
evaluate information. It helps you develop the ability to question and interpret 
information, and form your own opinions based on evidence. 

●​ Effective communication: Being a good reader enhances your language skills, leading to 
more effective written and verbal communication. This skill is essential in academic, 
professional, and personal contexts. 

●​ Career opportunities: Many professions require advanced reading abilities. Whether 
you're interpreting complex documents, staying updated on industry trends, or 
communicating with colleagues and clients, strong reading skills give you a competitive 
edge in the job market. 

●​ Lifelong learning: Reading is a gateway to lifelong learning. It allows you to explore new 
ideas, gain insights from diverse perspectives, and stay informed about the world 
around you. 

●​ Empathy and cultural understanding: Reading exposes you to different cultures, 
experiences, and viewpoints. This fosters empathy and a better understanding of the 
world, contributing to a well-rounded and open-minded worldview. 

●​ Problem-solving skills: Reading often presents challenges and problem-solving 
opportunities. Whether it's deciphering a complex text or understanding a nuanced 
argument, the process of reading cultivates your problem-solving skills. 

●​ Personal development: Books can be powerful mentors. They offer guidance, 
inspiration, and lessons from others' experiences, contributing to personal growth and 
self-improvement. 
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●​ Stress reduction: Reading can be a form of escapism, providing a mental break from the 
stresses of daily life. Engaging in a good book can promote relaxation and mental 
well-being. 

●​ Civic engagement: Informed citizens are essential for a thriving society. Being a good 
reader allows you to stay informed about social and political issues, empowering you to 
participate in civic activities and make informed decisions. 

Reading as a challenge? 

It’s not a secret that reading isn’t students' most favourite moment of free time. What makes 
reading not interesting for them? Several factors contribute to students not enjoying reading, 
and these can vary from individual to individual. By knowing the factors, a teacher can take 
these into account to improve the reading motivation of students. Here are some common 
reasons: 

1.​ Lack of interest: 
o​ If students are not interested in the topics or genres they are required to read, it 

can lead to a disinterest in reading. Finding texts that align with students' interests 
can make a significant difference. 

2.​ Autonomy: 
o​ When students have limited autonomy in choosing what to read, it may feel like a 

chore rather than a pleasurable activity. Allowing students to have more say in 
their reading selections can increase engagement. 

3.​ Difficulty level: 
o​ If the reading material is too challenging for a student's current skill level, it can 

lead to frustration and a dislike for reading. It's important to find a balance 
between challenging and accessible texts. 

4.​ Pressure and grading: 
o​ The association of reading with assessments and grades can turn it into a 

stressful activity. Students may view reading as a task to be completed for a 
grade rather than an enjoyable exploration of ideas. 

5.​ Lack of relevance: 
o​ Students may find it challenging to see the relevance of what they are reading to 

their own lives or interests. Connecting texts to real-world experiences or 
demonstrating their practical applications can enhance interest. 

6.​ Digital distractions: 
o​ With the prevalence of digital devices, students may be more inclined to engage 

in passive activities like social media or gaming, which can compete with reading 
for their attention. 

7.​ Reading fatigue: 
o​ If students are overwhelmed with a heavy workload across various subjects, they 

may experience reading fatigue. This can lead to a lack of enthusiasm for reading 
in general. 

8.​ Lack of reading role models: 
o​ If there are few positive reading role models in a student's life, students may not 

see reading as a pleasurable or valuable activity. Encouraging a reading culture at 
home and in the community can make a difference. 

9.​ Learning disabilities: 
o​ Some students may have learning disabilities that make reading more 

challenging. In such cases, personalised support and accommodations may be 
necessary. 
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Addressing these factors through a combination of choice, relevance, support, and creating a 
positive reading environment can contribute to fostering a love for reading among students. 
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Chapter 2: Introduction to Close Reading 

Defining Close Reading 

Close Reading is like being a literary detective - it's a methodical and meticulous examination of 
a text, diving deep into the details to uncover layers of meaning. Instead of just skimming the 
surface, Close Reading involves carefully analysing the words, phrases, and structure of a 
passage to understand not only what is explicitly stated but also the subtle nuances and 
intentions of the author. In short: Close Reading, a methodical approach to literary analysis, 
involves the meticulous examination of a short passage or text to derive a profound 
understanding, analyse its elements, and extract meaning from intricate details. 

Imagine you're peeling back the layers of an onion - one layer at a time. Each layer reveals 
something new and adds to your understanding of the whole. Close Reading is about asking 
questions, making connections, and recognizing the author's choices in language, style, and 
tone. It's a way to unravel the complexities of a text, allowing you to appreciate its richness and 
gain a deeper insight into the ideas it conveys. 

In essence, Close Reading is more than just reading — it's a thoughtful and deliberate process 
that transforms words on a page into a meaningful and enlightening experience. 

Benefits of Close Reading in education contexts 

In this chapter, let's unravel why Close Reading is a big deal in schools. It's not just about 
reading words on a page; it's like a superpower that helps you understand things better, think 
smarter, and do well in school. 

Close Reading is the magic trick behind getting better at reading and understanding stuff. It's 
like a cool way to learn new words and talk smarter. Imagine it as your secret decoder for 
unlocking the mysteries hidden in texts. 

But guess what? Close Reading is also like a teachers’ superhero power for making sure 
students learn all the cool stuff they are supposed to. It even helps them get ready for those 
tricky tests everyone talks about. 

And it's more than just reading and writing. Close Reading is also about becoming a writing 
wizard. By looking closely at how awesome writers write, you can become a pretty great writer 
yourself. It's like learning the tricks of the trade. 

Close Reading turns reading into a super fun adventure. It's not just about finishing a book; it's 
about digging deep and discovering cool stuff you never knew was there. It's like being a 
detective, but with books! You get to uncover hidden meanings and explore the author's craft. 

The best part? What you learn from Close Reading isn't just for school—it's for the real world 
too. Whether you're figuring out history stuff, reading about science, or getting lost in a good 
story, Close Reading helps you make sense of it all. 

. 
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Why do we use the method of Close Reading? 

Close Reading stands out as the method of choice when depth of understanding, critical 
thinking, and an appreciation for the intricacies of language are paramount. While skimming 
and scanning serve valuable purposes in specific scenarios, Close Reading offers a richer and 
more immersive reading experience, unlocking the full potential of a text. 

Method Close Reading Skimming Scanning 
Explanation Close Reading is an 

immersive 
experience where 
the reader engages 
deeply with the text. 
It involves a 
meticulous 
examination of each 
word, sentence, and 
paragraph, with the 
goal of unravelling 
hidden meanings, 
understanding the 
author's intentions, 
and appreciating the 
nuances of language. 

Skimming is a rapid 
reading strategy 
aimed at getting a 
quick overview of 
the main ideas in a 
text. It involves 
glancing through 
headings, 
subheadings, and the 
first and last 
sentences of 
paragraphs to grasp 
the gist without 
delving into details. 

Scanning involves 
swiftly moving the 
eyes over a text to 
locate specific 
information or 
keywords. It's a 
targeted search, 
often employed 
when seeking 
answers to specific 
questions. 

Advantages Deeper 
understanding: Close 
Reading allows 
readers to unearth 
layers of meaning 
and subtle nuances, 
fostering a profound 
comprehension of 
the text. 

Efficiency: Skimming 
is a time-efficient 
method for quickly 
assessing whether a 
text is relevant to 
one's needs. 

Information retrieval: 
Scanning is effective 
for quickly locating 
specific details 
within a text, making 
it valuable for 
targeted searches. 

Critical Thinking​
By questioning and 
analysing every 
element, Close 
Reading sharpens 
critical thinking skills, 
encouraging readers 
to explore the how 
and why behind the 
words. 

Main Idea Capture It 
helps in capturing 
the primary concepts 
and main points 
without investing 
extensive time in 
reading the entire 
text. 

 

Time-Saving​
It saves time by 
allowing readers to 
focus only on the 
sections containing 
the information they 
seek. 

 

Appreciation for craft ​
It offers a backstage 
pass to the 
craftsmanship of 
writing, enabling 
readers to appreciate 
the author's 
intentional choices in 
style and language. 

Pre-reading tool 
Skimming is a useful 
pre-reading tool, 
providing a snapshot 
that aids in 
determining the 
relevance of the 
material. 

Task-oriented 
scanning is 
task-oriented, 
making it suitable for 
situations where the 
goal is to find 
particular details 
rather than 
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understanding the 
entire context. 

Advantages of Close Reading compared to skimming and scanning: 

Comprehensive understanding: Close Reading offers a comprehensive understanding of 
a text, whereas skimming and scanning may provide only surface-level insights. 

Critical thinking development: Close Reading cultivates critical thinking skills by 
encouraging readers to question, analyse, and interpret a text, whereas skimming and 
scanning focus more on rapid information retrieval. 

Appreciation for literary craft: Close Reading allows readers to appreciate the artistry of 
writing, understanding the deliberate choices made by the author, a dimension often 
overlooked in skimming and scanning. 

Versatility: While skimming and scanning are efficient for specific tasks, Close Reading is 
versatile and adaptable to various reading purposes, making it a valuable skill in diverse 
contexts. 
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Chapter 3: Foundations of Close Reading 

Historical context and evolution of Close Reading 

Close Reading didn't just pop up; it has a history. 

Back in the day, the bookish minds were all about scrutinising texts. It was like a reading 
detective game – exploring every little detail of words. Over time, this approach grew. It 
transformed from a mere reading habit into a full-blown strategy. 

Why did it become a thing? Because it works. Close Reading is the smart reading revolution. It's 
not about rushing through a text and forgetting it; it's about taking your time, asking questions, 
and really chewing on the words. 

Now, Close Reading isn't confined to classrooms. It's everywhere. From dissecting online 
articles to deciphering the terms and conditions we usually snooze through, Close Reading is 
the go-to move. It's like a superpower that helps students make sense of the information 
bombardment in our world. 

The context and evolution of Close Reading tell a simple story. It began with avid readers 
wanting to squeeze the juice out of texts. It evolved into a smart reading strategy that helps us 
truly understand what we're reading. Now, it's not just for classrooms; it's a life skill.​
​
Close Reading as a formalised literary practice are attributed to the New Critics, a group of 
literary scholars and critics prominent in the early to mid-20th century. Notable figures among 
the New Critics include Cleanth Brooks, John Crowe Ransom, Robert Penn Warren, and William 
K. Wimsatt. They played a significant role in shaping the method of Close Reading, emphasising 
a detailed examination of the text itself rather than external factors such as historical context or 
authorial intent. Their work laid the foundation for the widespread adoption of Close Reading in 
literary studies and education. 

Theoretical frameworks supporting Close Reading. 

Several theoretical frameworks provide lenses through which scholars and readers can 
approach Close Reading. Depending on the chosen perspective, the analysis can focus on 
different aspects of the text, leading to diverse interpretations and insights. 

New Criticism emphasizes a meticulous examination of the text itself, sidelining external 
influences. Key concepts integral to New Criticism include the unity of the text, ambiguity, 
paradox, and a critical stance against the intentional fallacy, discouraging the evaluation of a 
work based solely on the author's intentions. 

Formalism takes a concentrated approach to the form, structure, and language of the text. Here, 
intrinsic meaning is derived from literary elements like plot, character, setting, and style, with a 
deliberate exclusion of external context. 

Reader-Response Theory introduces a shift in focus towards the reader's interpretation and 
experience of the text. Key concepts involve understanding the reader's role in creating 
meaning, emphasizing subjective responses, and exploring the dynamic interaction between 
the reader and the text. 
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Structuralism delves into the underlying structures and patterns within a text. Its key concepts 
revolve around binary oppositions, narrative structures, and the intricate relationships between 
different elements in the text. 

Post-Structuralism, in contrast, questions the stability of meaning and challenges fixed 
structures. Key concepts include deconstruction, intertextuality, and the assertion that meaning 
is not fixed but in a constant state of flux. 

Critical Theory goes beyond the text itself, examining the societal and political implications of 
literature. It focuses on power dynamics, ideological influences, and the role of literature in 
both shaping and reflecting cultural norms. 

Cultural Criticism explores how cultural contexts shape the creation and reception of texts. Key 
concepts involve understanding cultural identity, representation, and the ways in which 
literature serves as a mirror reflecting social values. 

Postcolonialism takes a specific lens to literature, examining its impact under the shadows of 
colonialism and imperialism. Key concepts include the exploration of subaltern voices, cultural 
hybridity, and the nuanced representation of colonized people. 

Benefits and outcomes of implementing Close Reading. 

As educators, your role is pivotal in shaping students' learning experiences, and Close Reading 
stands as a powerful ally in this endeavour. Let's explore the benefits and outcomes that await 
both you and your students when you integrate Close Reading into your teaching practices. 

Fostering Deeper Understanding: Close Reading serves as a catalyst for cultivating a profound 
understanding of texts. By guiding students through the intricacies of language, encouraging 
detailed analysis, and unveiling layers of meaning, Close Reading facilitates a level of 
comprehension that goes beyond mere surface understanding. 

Nurturing Critical Thinking Skills: Critical thinking is a cornerstone of academic success and 
real-world adaptability. With Close Reading, students are not passive recipients of information; 
instead, they actively engage with texts, pose thoughtful questions, and grapple with complex 
ideas. This module will equip you with strategies to nurture critical thinking skills through Close 
Reading. 

Enhancing Analytical Abilities: Close Reading provides a tailored approach to enhancing 
students' analytical abilities. It prompts them to scrutinize text structures, identify patterns, and 
decipher the author's choices. This module delves into practical techniques for developing 
students' analytical prowess, fostering a holistic approach to learning. 

Elevating Writing Proficiency: A unique aspect of Close Reading is its reciprocal impact on 
writing proficiency. As students immerse themselves in well-crafted texts, they absorb 
effective writing styles, rhetorical devices, and sentence structures. Explore strategies in this 
module to elevate both reading and writing skills through Close Reading practices. 

Promoting Lifelong Learning: Close Reading instils a love for exploration and a sense of 
intellectual curiosity that extends beyond the classroom. Discover how Close Reading 
contributes to the development of lifelong learners who are not only academically adept but 
also enthusiastic readers and critical thinkers. 
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Aligning with Educational Standards: In the ever-evolving landscape of educational standards, 
Close Reading emerges as a reliable ally. This module provides insights into aligning Close 
Reading practices with learning objectives and curriculum standards, ensuring a seamless 
integration into your teaching toolkit. 

Fostering a Positive Reading Culture: Transform your classroom into a vibrant hub of literary 
exploration through Close Reading. Learn how to create an environment where students 
actively participate in the joy of reading, share insights, ask questions, and contribute to a 
positive reading culture. 

As you progress through this e-course, you'll gain practical strategies, insights, and resources to 
effectively implement Close Reading in your classroom. Get ready to unlock a world of 
possibilities for both you and your students through the art and science of Close Reading. 
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Chapter 4:  Planning a Close Reading lesson  

How to select the right Close Reading text ? 

Remember, the key is to choose a text that both challenges and captivates you, providing 
ample opportunities for exploration and analysis. Whether it's a classic novel, a poem, a 
historical document, or a contemporary article, the key is to choose a text that beckons us to 
delve into its intricacies. Selecting the right text for Close Reading is crucial to ensure a 
meaningful and engaging experience. Here are some considerations to help you choose the 
appropriate text: 

When embarking on the journey of Close Reading, a thoughtful selection of the text is 
paramount to a successful and enriching experience. Consider the following factors as you 
make your choice: 

1. Relevance to Your Goals: Begin by aligning your text selection with your learning objectives. 
Whether your aim is to dissect a specific literary device, comprehend historical context, or 
explore a particular theme, the chosen text should serve as a conduit to achieving these goals. 

2. Complexity Level: Strive for a delicate balance between challenge and accessibility. Opt for a 
text that is complex enough to facilitate in-depth analysis but not so formidable that it becomes 
overwhelming. Tailoring the complexity to your comfort zone ensures a rewarding Close 
Reading experience. 

3. Interest and Engagement: Infuse enthusiasm into the process by choosing a text that 
genuinely captivates you. Your passion for the subject matter enhances both the enjoyment and 
productivity of the Close Reading endeavour. When the text resonates with students’ interests, 
the analytical journey becomes more compelling. Students could be involved in the choice of 
text. 

4. Varied Genres and Styles: Diversify your reading selections by exploring different genres, 
time periods, and writing styles. This diversity not only broadens your literary horizons but also 
enhances your ability to apply Close Reading skills across various contexts. Embrace the 
richness of diverse literary landscapes. 

5. Length of the Text: Consider the practical aspects of time and effort. If your schedule allows 
only a limited investment, opt for a shorter text that still facilitates thorough analysis. For those 
seeking more in-depth exploration, longer texts may be a suitable challenge. 

6. Accessibility of Resources: Ensure access to resources such as annotations, critical analyses, 
or historical context information. These supplementary materials can serve as valuable 
companions, enriching your understanding and providing additional layers of insight during the 
Close Reading process. 

7. Consider Your Audience: If you're selecting a text for a group or a class, factor in the interests 
and reading levels of your audience. Choose a text that strikes a balance, engaging and 
challenging participants appropriately. Tailoring the selection to your audience ensures a shared 
and meaningful exploration. 

8. Connection to Curriculum or Theme: If your Close Reading is part of an academic curriculum 
or is thematically aligned, choose a text that seamlessly integrates with the curriculum or 
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theme. This alignment not only reinforces academic goals but also provides a cohesive and 
purposeful learning experience. 

9. Availability of Support Materials: Check for supplementary materials such as discussion 
questions, study guides, or teacher notes. These support materials can offer guidance and 
structure to your Close Reading experience, enhancing its effectiveness and depth. 

10. Historical or Cultural Significance: Consider the historical or cultural significance of the texts 
under consideration. Opting for texts with such significance provides an opportunity to delve 
into societal norms, values, and perspectives prevalent during specific time periods, enriching 
your Close Reading with broader contextual understanding. 

In essence, the careful consideration of these factors ensures that your Close Reading 
experience is not only academically rewarding but also personally fulfilling and intellectually 
stimulating. Choose wisely, and embark on a journey of discovery through the art of Close 
Reading. Be sure to choose a rich text that matches your students' sphere of interest, age and 
lifestyle. Choose a text that is not too long. 

Within our Erasmus project, we surveyed young people about what kind of texts and content 
fascinate them. You can read the results of this in the next chapter. 

The iRead-survey 

The participating countries did a survey to identify what would motivate young people to read 
more. This input was very important to share in this course, but also formed the starting points 
for creating our iRead game (more on this later). 

Setting learning objectives for Close Reading. 

Setting up learning objectives is essential for providing clear direction and purpose to the 
educational process. Firstly, it offers clarity to students, outlining precisely what is expected of 
them and what they should achieve. Secondly, learning objectives align educational activities 
with broader goals, ensuring that educational efforts contribute to overarching objectives. 
Thirdly, measurable outcomes embedded in learning objectives facilitate effective assessment, 
allowing educators to gauge students' progress. Fourthly, well-defined objectives enhance 
student engagement by communicating the value and relevance of the learning experience. 
Lastly, learning objectives foster a sense of accountability, motivating students to actively 
participate in their own learning journey.  

Setting clear and effective learning objectives for Close Reading is crucial for guiding both 
teachers and students through the process. Here are some handles and considerations to 
establish meaningful learning objectives. 
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Identify Specific Skills: Clearly identify the specific skills you want students to develop 
through Close Reading. These might include the ability to analyze literary devices, identify 
themes, interpret symbolism, or understand the author's stylistic choices. Pinpointing specific 
skills helps in crafting focused learning objectives. 

Handle: Break down the Close Reading process into its constituent skills, such as identifying 
key details, making inferences, analyzing structure, and interpreting language. Each of these 
can be a targeted learning objective. 



 

​
By implementing these handles, you can effectively set learning objectives that guide students 
through the Close Reading process, fostering a rich and purposeful learning experience. 

Strategies for scaffolding and differentiation. 

Scaffolding and differentiation are indispensable tools for ensuring that every student can 
actively engage and succeed in Close Reading lessons. In this chapter, we'll explore practical 
examples of how educators can scaffold instruction and differentiate content to meet the 
diverse needs of students in a Close Reading lesson. 
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Align Objectives with Curriculum Standards: Ensure that your learning objectives align with 
broader curriculum standards. This ensures that your Close Reading activities contribute to 
the overall educational goals and standards set by your institution or educational board. 

Handle: Review your curriculum documents and standards to identify the literacy skills and 
objectives that Close Reading can address. Aligning your Close Reading goals with these 
standards provides a clear educational context. 
Consider Cognitive Levels: Structure learning objectives to align with Bloom's Taxonomy or a 
similar framework. Include objectives that cover a range of cognitive levels, from basic 
comprehension to higher-order thinking skills like analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. 

Handle: Use Bloom's Taxonomy as a guide. For example, a lower-level objective might 
involve identifying key details, while a higher-level objective could focus on evaluating the 
author's choices in conveying meaning. 
Tailor Objectives to Text Complexity: Adapt your learning objectives based on the complexity 
of the chosen text. For more challenging texts, objectives may emphasize deeper analysis 
and critical thinking, while objectives for simpler texts may focus on foundational skills. 

Handle: Assess the complexity of the text using qualitative and quantitative measures. Align 
your learning objectives with the demands of the text, ensuring they appropriately 
challenge students without causing frustration. 
Foster Transferable Skills: Consider how the skills developed through Close Reading can 
transfer to other contexts. Learning objectives that promote transferable skills, such as 
critical thinking, effective communication, and information synthesis, enhance the broader 
educational impact. 

Handle: Explicitly state how the skills honed in Close Reading are applicable beyond 
literature, emphasizing their relevance in other subjects and real-world scenarios. 
Emphasize Metacognition: Encourage metacognitive skills by including objectives related to 
reflection and self-awareness. Foster an understanding of how students approach and 
process texts, encouraging them to develop strategies for independent learning. 

Handle: Include objectives that prompt students to reflect on their reading processes, such 
as identifying effective strategies, recognizing areas for improvement, and adjusting their 
approach based on feedback. 
Personalize Learning Objectives: Consider the individual needs and interests of your students 
when setting learning objectives. Personalized objectives increase engagement and allow 
students to connect the Close Reading experience with their own experiences and interests. 

Handle: Incorporate choice and flexibility into your objectives, allowing students to explore 
aspects of the text that align with their personal interests or relate to their own experiences. 



 

Scaffolded Text Annotation: Begin with guided text annotation to scaffold the Close Reading 
process. 

 Example: Provide a partially annotated text where key literary elements are highlighted. 
Gradually release responsibility to students, encouraging them to annotate independently as 
they become more proficient in identifying elements such as imagery, symbolism, and 
characterization. 

Tiered Questioning: Differentiate questioning based on Bloom's Taxonomy to cater to varied 
cognitive levels. 

 Example: For lower-level learners, start with questions focusing on comprehension and 
identification. Progress to higher-order questions for advanced students, requiring analysis, 
synthesis, and evaluation. This tiered approach ensures all students are appropriately 
challenged. 

Flexible Reading Groups: Organize flexible reading groups based on skill levels or interests. 

 Example: Group students with similar reading abilities to address their specific needs. 
Provide tailored texts for each group, ensuring that the complexity matches their proficiency. 
This allows for targeted instruction and personalized support. 

Graphic Organizers for Visual Learners: Integrate graphic organizers to support visual learners 
in organizing their thoughts. 

 Example: Provide visual learners with graphic organizers such as mind maps, charts, or 
concept maps. These tools help them visually represent the relationships between elements in 
the text, aiding in comprehension and analysis. 

Sentence Frames for non-English Language Learners: Offer sentence frames to support non 
English Language Learners (ELLs) in expressing their thoughts. 

 Example: Provide sentence starters or frames that guide ELLs in constructing responses. 
This scaffolding tool assists them in articulating their ideas coherently, reducing language 
barriers and promoting active participation. 

Differentiated Culminating Projects: Allow students to demonstrate understanding through 
differentiated culminating projects. 

 Example: Offer a menu of project options that align with diverse learning preferences. 
Students can choose to create a visual presentation, write an analytical essay, or even perform 
a dramatic reading. This differentiation accommodates various learning styles and strengths. 

Peer Collaboration and Peer Teaching: Encourage peer collaboration and teaching for mutual 
support. 
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 Example: Pair students with different skill levels. Advanced students can mentor their 
peers, fostering a collaborative learning environment. This not only supports struggling learners 
but also reinforces the understanding of the material for those guiding their peers. 

Reading strategies  

Here are some common reading strategies used in a lesson: 
 
1. Skimming: Quickly reading through the text to get the main idea or gist. 
  
2. Scanning: Looking for specific information by quickly scanning the text for keywords or 
phrases. 
  
3. Predicting: Using background knowledge and context clues to guess what will happen next in 
the text. 
  
4. Questioning: Asking questions before, during, and after reading to deepen understanding and 
engage with the text. 
  
5. Visualising: Creating mental images or "movies" of the text to aid comprehension. 
  
6. Summarising: Condensing the main points of the text into a shorter version, focusing on the 
key ideas. 
  
7. Making Connections: Relating the text to personal experiences, other texts, or the world to 
enhance understanding and engagement. 

Strategies for scaffolding and differentiation.  
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Chapter 5: The three read approach 

What are the different steps of Close Reading ? 

In this course we will reveal 5 steps to use during Close Reading. We will present them shortly. 
Later in this course we will talk about the detailed.  

By progressing through these phases, you gradually unveil the layers of meaning within the text, 
gaining a deeper understanding of both the content and the author's intentions. Close Reading 
is a process that encourages careful and thoughtful engagement with the written word, leading 
to a richer and more nuanced interpretation. 

How to start your reading lesson with the method of Close 
Reading? - Introduction 

Starting a reading lesson with the method of Close Reading involves carefully guiding students 
through the initial stages of exploration. Here's a step-by-step guide: 

BEFORE 1st READING 

1.​ Introduction to Close Reading:​
Begin by explaining the concept of Close Reading. Emphasize that it's a methodical 
and analytical approach to understanding a text deeply. Discuss the idea that every 
word and nuance matters. 

2.​ Set Clear Objectives:​
Clearly outline the objectives of the lesson. Whether it's analyzing the author's use of 
language, uncovering thematic elements, or understanding the text's historical 
context, make sure students know what they're aiming to achieve. 

3.​ Establish a Purpose:​
Clearly state the purpose of the Close Reading exercise. Whether it's to explore a 
specific theme, understand character motivations, or dissect the author's writing 
style, having a clear purpose guides students in their analysis. 

4.​ Preview the Text:​
Before diving into the reading, provide a brief overview of the text. Highlight key 
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information about the author, context, or any relevant background that can aid 
comprehension. This context primes students for a more informed reading. 

5.​ Activate Prior Knowledge:​
Connect the text to students' prior knowledge or experiences. Ask questions or 
initiate a discussion to activate their existing understanding and create a bridge to the 
new material. 

6.​ Engage in Predictions:​
Encourage students to make predictions about the text based on its title, cover, or 
any introductory information. This not only stimulates curiosity but also sets the 
stage for active engagement. 

By following these steps, you can create a structured and engaging introduction to Close 
Reading, laying the foundation for a thoughtful and insightful exploration of the chosen text. 
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Chapter 6: Pre Reading 
 
The pre-reading phase is the gateway to a rich and immersive Close Reading experience. By 
embracing diverse activities that activate prior knowledge, foster curiosity, and build relevance, 
educators can lay a strong foundation for students to embark on a literary journey with 
enthusiasm and purpose. As we explore the possibilities of pre-reading, let us unlock the doors 
to imagination and anticipation, paving the way for a deeper understanding of the texts that 
await us. 
 
The pre-reading phase of a Close Reading lesson holds profound importance in shaping the 
trajectory of students' engagement with the upcoming text. Four key aspects underscore the 
significance of pre-reading, each contributing to a holistic and enriched literary exploration. 
 

1.​ Activating Prior Knowledge: Pre-reading activities serve as a dynamic conduit for 
students to access and leverage their existing knowledge. By creating a bridge between 
their prior understanding and the upcoming text, these activities lay the groundwork for 
a more profound connection. This deliberate activation primes students' minds, fostering 
a state of readiness for deeper engagement with the material. 

2.​ Building Context: The establishment of context is paramount for comprehensive 
understanding. Pre-reading activities play a crucial role in providing essential 
background information. This contextual foundation equips students with the necessary 
tools to navigate the text's intricacies, including its setting, characters, and overarching 
themes. The context acts as a compass, guiding students through the literary landscape 
with greater clarity. 

3.​ Fostering Curiosity: An adeptly executed pre-reading phase has the power to ignite 
curiosity, infusing the learning environment with a palpable sense of anticipation. 
Students approach the impending text with eagerness, driven by a desire to unravel the 
mysteries and intricacies concealed within its pages. This curiosity becomes a driving 
force, propelling students into the heart of the text with a genuine and enthusiastic spirit. 

4.​ Creating Relevance: Linking the text to students' lives and experiences is fundamental 
for meaningful engagement. Pre-reading activities are instrumental in establishing this 
connection, showcasing the real-world applications of the literary exploration ahead. By 
highlighting the relevance of the text to their own contexts, these activities ensure that 
students perceive the upcoming reading not merely as an academic exercise but as a 
journey with tangible connections to their lives. 

 
There are many possibilities for pre-reading activities. In this chapter we give a few examples 
but of course many more are possible.  
 
​
 

Method Activity 
Discussion  
 
 

Pose open-ended questions related to the theme or 
topic of the text. Encourage students to share their 
thoughts and experiences. 

Brainstorming Use a concept map or whiteboard to collect students' 
ideas about key themes or concepts they associate 
with the upcoming text. 

Anticipation Guide 
 

Create a list of statements related to the themes or 
topics of the text. Have students express their 
agreement or disagreement before reading. Revisit the 
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guide after the Close Reading to analyze how their 
views have evolved. 

Image Analysis Display a series of images related to the text's setting, 
characters, or themes. Ask students to make 
predictions and discuss how the images might connect 
to the upcoming text. 

K-W-L Charts Use a K-W-L (Know, Want to know, Learned) chart to 
organize students' existing knowledge, questions, and 
post-reading insights. This visual tool helps track their 
understanding and curiosity throughout the process. 

Quick Write or Journaling Pose a thought-provoking question related to the text 
and have students engage in a quick write or 
journaling session. This reflective activity encourages 
them to express their initial thoughts and expectations. 

Role-Playing or Dramatization Assign students roles related to potential characters or 
scenarios in the text. Have them act out brief scenes or 
engage in discussions as if they were the characters. 
This immersive activity taps into their creativity and 
anticipation. 

Interactive Surveys or Polls Create interactive surveys or polls related to the 
themes of the text. Students can share their opinions, 
and the results can be discussed as a class, creating a 
sense of shared anticipation. 

Author Background Exploration Research and present information about the author's 
background, writing style, or inspiration for the text. 
This activity provides context and insight into the 
author's perspective, enhancing students' appreciation 
for the upcoming reading. 

 
After getting ready with the pre-reading activities, students are all set to actually start reading 
the text for real. This is when they dive into the material, kicking off the first reading and setting 
the stage for a deeper understanding in the upcoming Close Readings. 
 

Chapter 7: The first reading of a text 
In this chapter, we're gonna tackle the first read. Sounds simple, right? Well, get ready because 
there's a whole bunch of cool stuff waiting for us when we take that first plunge into the pages. 

The first read is like stepping into a brand-new world. It's your chance to meet the characters, 
feel the vibes, and start getting a sense of what's going on. But here's the twist – we're not just 
reading for the plot (although that's super important too). We're reading to catch the feels, 
notice the details, and get a taste of the author's style. We want to know what the text is about. 

Imagine you're watching the opening scene of a movie – you're taking it all in, right? Well, the 
first read is our movie moment. We're absorbing the atmosphere, meeting the characters, and 
getting curious about what's gonna happen next. 

During the initial phase of Close Reading, the first reading serves as our introduction to the text. 
It's like the first sweep across the surface of a pool before diving in.  
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Begin by reading the text aloud to the class or have students read silently. As you start reading, 
engage actively with the text, but maintain a swift pace. The goal here is to absorb the main 
ideas and grasp the overall flow without getting bogged down in details. Pay attention to 
sentences or phrases that stand out, and highlight or underline them. Encourage students to 
identify key details, characters, and settings. These will serve as markers for key concepts and 
themes. 

Simultaneously, note down your initial impressions. What are your expectations based on the 
title or any introductory information? Reflect on the tone and style employed by the author. Is it 
formal, informal, persuasive, descriptive? Consider how the author presents their ideas and the 
emotions conveyed through the writing. Pause periodically for brief discussions on initial 
impressions or questions. 

Upon completing the first read, take a moment to summarize the main ideas or arguments in a 
sentence or two. This concise summary acts as a checkpoint, helping solidify your 
understanding of the text. 

Reading loudly or reading in silence? 

There can be differences in reading motivation depending on whether a teacher reads the text 
aloud or students read in silence. Both approaches have their advantages and may impact 
motivation in distinct ways. As a teacher you decide what is best. 

When a teacher reads aloud, they can infuse the text with enthusiasm, expression, and tone. 
This modelling of engagement can inspire students and heighten their interest in the material 
(modelling enthusiasm). Besides this, hearing a skilled reader navigate the text can aid in 
comprehension. Teachers can emphasize intonation, pauses, and pronunciation, providing 
additional cues for understanding and interpretation (building comprehension). Finally, reading 
aloud creates a communal experience in the classroom. It can foster a sense of togetherness as 
the entire class engages with the text simultaneously, potentially enhancing motivation through 
shared exploration (fostering a shared experience).  

Does this mean that silent reading by students is not done? No, not at all! Also this can have it’s 
advantages. Silent reading allows students to progress through the text at their own pace, 
catering to individual reading speeds and levels of focus. This autonomy can contribute to a 
more personalized and comfortable reading experience  (individual pace and focus). Secondly, 
reading silently encourages students to internalize reading skills, promoting independent 
thinking and analysis. It provides them with the opportunity to develop their own 
interpretations without external influence (internalization of skills). Lastly, some students may 
prefer silent reading due to their learning style. Providing options accommodates diverse 
preferences and can contribute to a positive and motivating learning environment (respecting 
learning styles). 

What can be your role as a teacher during the first reading? 

DURING 1st READING 

Conduct the First Reading: Start the first reading. Encourage students to read the entire text 
quickly for an initial understanding. Stress that this initial reading is not for in-depth analysis but 
to get a sense of the overall content. 
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Use markers: Encourage students to use markers to help them in the next phases of reading. 
You will read more about this later in this chapter. 

AFTER 1st READING 

Note Initial Reactions: After the first reading, ask students to note their initial reactions, 
questions, or thoughts about the text. This step encourages reflection and prepares them for 
more focused analysis in subsequent readings. 

Group Discussion: Facilitate a group discussion where students share their initial impressions 
and observations. This collaborative exchange of ideas helps in broadening perspectives and 
generating enthusiasm for deeper exploration. 

Preview Close Reading Steps:  Provide a brief overview of the upcoming Close Reading steps. 
Let students know that subsequent readings will involve a more detailed analysis, focusing on 
specific elements of the text. 

What markers can be used during the first reading?   

During the first reading in Close Reading, markers serve as tools to capture initial impressions, 
highlight key points, and make the text more accessible for further analysis. Here are some 
markers that can be used: 

Highlighters:​
Use different colours to highlight various elements. For example, use one colour for main ideas, 
another for supporting details, and a different colour for passages that evoke strong emotions. 

Underlining:​
Underline key phrases or sentences that stand out to you. This can include memorable quotes, 
powerful descriptions, or important information that contributes to the overall meaning. 

Margin Notes:​
Jot down brief notes in the margins. These can include questions, reactions, or initial 
interpretations. Marginal notes provide a space for immediate reflections without disrupting the 
flow of the text. 

Symbols and Icons:​
Develop a set of symbols or icons to mark specific elements. For instance, use an asterisk (*) to 
denote a particularly impactful passage, a question mark (?) for points of confusion, or an 
exclamation mark (!) for surprising revelations. 

Circling:​
Circle words or phrases that seem pivotal to the text's meaning. This can help draw attention to 
language choices or repeated motifs that may have significance. 

Arrows:​
Use arrows to connect related ideas or themes across different parts of the text. This visual 
representation can aid in recognizing patterns and connections during later readings. 

Brackets or Boxes:​
Place brackets or boxes around sections that you find interesting or want to revisit. This can 
serve as a visual cue to focus on specific parts of the text during subsequent readings. 
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Emoticons:​
Integrate emoticons or simple drawings to express emotions or reactions. This adds a personal 
touch to your annotations and can capture the emotional tone of the text. 

Keywords:​
Identify and underline keywords that seem central to the text's meaning. This can help you 
identify recurring themes or concepts that may be essential for deeper analysis. 

Numbering: ​
Number sections or paragraphs for reference. This makes it easier to locate specific points 
during discussions or when revisiting the text. 

Remember, the goal of these markers is to facilitate a personalised and active engagement with 
the text during the first reading. They create a visual map of your initial reactions and 
observations, providing a foundation for more detailed analysis in subsequent readings. 

How can modelling help students? 

In the realm of Close Reading, modelling serves as an instructional strategy wherein teachers 
demonstrate the intricacies of the Close Reading process to students.  

The process of modelling unfolds as follows: the teacher carefully selects a short text rich in 
literary elements, such as symbolism, imagery, or figurative language. Subsequently, the chosen 
passage is read aloud or silently by the teacher, who articulates their thought process, 
highlighting specific elements, making observations, and posing questions about the text. 

As the reading progresses, the teacher models the annotation process, demonstrating how to 
mark key phrases, underline crucial details, and jot down notes in the margins. Following this, a 
discussion ensues, during which the teacher engages students in conversations about their 
observations and interpretations, fostering an environment where different perspectives are 
explored. 

Building on this modelled example, students are guided through practice sessions where they 
apply the demonstrated strategies to analyse texts, either individually or in small groups. Over 
time, students transition to independent practice, using the acquired skills to engage with 
various texts on their own. 

The benefits of modelling in Close Reading for students are manifold. Firstly, it provides a clear 
and tangible example of how to approach a text, aiding in the development of specific skills 
related to Close Reading. These skills, such as identifying literary elements and making 
inferences, prove to be transferable and applicable to diverse texts. 

Moreover, modelling cultivates critical thinking by prompting students to move beyond 
surface-level comprehension and delve into deeper layers of meaning. The active engagement 
promoted by modelling encourages students to interact with the material, ask probing 
questions, and make connections, ultimately fostering a more profound understanding of the 
content. 

In essence, modelling in Close Reading serves as an effective instructional strategy, 
empowering students to become adept readers and critical thinkers through a systematic and 
guided approach to text analysis. 
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Chapter 8: Second reading – How to dig 
deeper in the text?   
Now, if you thought the first part was cool, get ready for an even deeper dive into the world of 
words and meanings. We're like literary detectives, and in this chapter, we're putting on our 
magnifying glasses to uncover the secrets hidden in every nook and cranny of the text. 

Close Reading is all about going beyond just reading the words on the page. It's about looking 
super closely at how the author puts those words together, like a puzzle. Imagine you're not just 
reading, but you're decoding the author's secret language. We're talking about the way the 
author uses words, the vibes they create with their writing style, and the hidden meanings 
behind the sentences. 

In this chapter, we're going to be like word investigators. We'll be checking out stuff like why 
the author picked a certain word instead of another one, or why there's a comma in a particular 
spot. It's like finding hidden treasures in a book that you wouldn't notice if you were just 
breezing through. 

As a teacher you can choose what will be the subject of your second reading. There are many 
possibilities. In the next chapter we will give you a few possibilities. 

What can be the focus during the second reading?   

In the second reading of a text through Close Reading, the focus shifts from a general 
understanding to a more detailed analysis. Here are some key areas of focus for the second 
reading: 

1.​ Language and style: 
o​ Pay close attention to the author's choice of language. Look for specific words, 

phrases, or literary devices that contribute to the overall style of the text. 
o​ Consider the tone of the author. How do they express their ideas? Is there a shift 

in tone at different points in the text? 
2.​ Syntax and sentence structure: 

o​ Examine the structure of sentences. Are they long and complex, or short and 
straightforward? How does the syntax contribute to the rhythm and flow of the 
text? 

o​ Identify any patterns or variations in sentence structure that may carry 
significance. 

3.​ Diction and connotations: 
o​ Explore the connotations of words chosen by the author. What emotional or 

cultural associations do these words carry? 
o​ Consider the denotations (literal meanings) and connotations (emotional or 

cultural meanings) of key terms. 
4.​ Imagery and figurative language: 

o​ Look for vivid imagery and figurative language, such as metaphors, similes, or 
symbolism. How do these elements enhance the meaning of the text? 

o​ Consider the sensory details that contribute to the overall sensory experience 
created by the author. 

5.​ Repetition and patterns: 
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o​ Identify any repetition of words, phrases, or motifs. Repetition often highlights 
important themes or emphasises key points. 

o​ Look for patterns in the text, whether they relate to language, themes, or 
narrative structure. 

6.​ Character development (for fiction): 
o​ If the text is a work of fiction, focus on character development. How do the 

characters evolve or change throughout the text? What details contribute to the 
portrayal of each character? 

7.​ Argument and evidence (for non-fiction): 
o​ For non-fiction texts, scrutinise the author's argument and the evidence 

presented. How is the argument structured? What kind of evidence is used to 
support claims? 

8.​ Textual clues and allusions: 
o​ Be on the lookout for any references, allusions, or clues within the text that may 

connect to broader themes, historical events, or other works of literature. 

Remember, the second reading is about digging deeper into the nuances of the text, uncovering 
layers of meaning that may not be immediately apparent. It's an opportunity to refine your 
understanding and develop more insightful interpretations. 

Different kinds of analyses explained shortly   

By incorporating following into the Close Reading process, educators can guide students 
through a comprehensive analysis, fostering a deeper understanding of various literary 
elements. Each chapter provides strategies, points of attention, and examples, empowering 
students to explore the nuances of language and storytelling. 

Language and style 

In our second Close Reading, we hone in on the symbiotic relationship between language and 
style. This chapter intricately explores how the author's unique stylistic choices shape the 
narrative. From recurring literary devices to the emotional tone, every element contributes to 
the author's distinctive approach. 

The focus is on identifying consistent elements such as alliteration or specific sentence 
structures that define the author's style. Additionally, we delve into the emotional tone, 
whether it's formal, informal, or colloquial, as this significantly influences the reader's 
experience. 

Students are encouraged to scrutinise the uniformity of style and note deliberate shifts for 
specific effects. These shifts, along with changes in tone corresponding to shifts in the narrative, 
act as valuable clues for deeper understanding. 

Consider this example: "The old man's recollections, peppered with nostalgia and seasoned 
with the bitter taste of regret, painted a vivid picture of days long gone." Here, the language, 
emotions, and imagery showcase the author's unique style. 

This exploration lays a foundation for subsequent readings, guiding students toward a nuanced 
understanding of the author's craft. 

 Example: 
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"The moonlit night whispered secrets to the weary traveller, weaving tales of forgotten lands 
and echoing with the lullabies of ancient trees." 

Explanation: In this excerpt, the author's unique style is evident through the use of evocative 
language. The choice of words such as "moonlit night," "whispered secrets," and "lullabies of 
ancient trees" creates a distinctive tone, showcasing the author's stylistic flair for creating a 
vivid, almost poetic atmosphere. 

Syntax and sentence structure 

During the second reading through close analysis, it's crucial to pay close attention to syntax 
and sentence structure. This involves identifying the types of sentences used by the 
author—whether they are simple, compound, or complex. Additionally, a keen eye on 
punctuation, such as commas, semicolons, and dashes, can provide insights into the author's 
intended rhythm and emphasis. 

When diving into syntax, focus on variations in sentence length and structure. Note if the 
author deliberately employs short, punchy sentences or opts for more complex structures. 
Parallelism, the repetition of grammatical structures, can also be a powerful tool that enhances 
the overall effect of the writing. 

 Example: 

"She sprinted through the meadow, the wind tousling her hair, the grass beneath her feet 
dancing to a silent melody." 

Explanation: The syntax in this passage contributes to the dynamic energy of the scene. The 
author uses short, crisp sentences to convey a sense of speed and urgency. The deliberate use 
of commas adds a rhythm to the description, creating a visual and emotional impact. 

Diction and connotations 

The second reading involves a meticulous examination of the author's choice of 
words—otherwise known as diction. Delve into the connotations of individual words, 
understanding the emotional weight they carry. Pay attention to the register of the language, 
whether it is formal, informal, or colloquial, as it contributes to the overall tone of the text. 

Look for clues in positive or negative connotations, as well as cultural associations that certain 
words may carry. The deliberate use of loaded words can evoke strong emotions, adding depth 
to the narrative. 

 Example: 

"The politician's address was not just a speech; it was a symphony of promises, each note 
resonating with hope and harmony." 

Explanation: In this excerpt, the author's choice of diction plays a crucial role. Words such as 
"symphony," "promises," "hope," and "harmony" carry positive connotations. The use of these 
emotionally charged words elevates the politician's address, presenting it as more than mere 
words—it becomes a powerful and optimistic orchestration of commitments. This example 
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demonstrates how the author's careful selection of words with specific connotations can 
significantly impact the reader's perception and interpretation of the text. 

Imagery and figurative language 

This chapter focuses on the use of imagery and figurative language, where the author paints 
pictures with words. Explore metaphors and similes that offer comparisons, enhancing the 
reader's understanding. Take note of sensory language that appeals to sight, sound, touch, 
taste, or smell, creating a more immersive reading experience. 

Analyse the presence of symbolism, identifying objects or elements that represent abstract 
ideas. Extended metaphors that stretch across multiple sentences or paragraphs can deepen 
the reader's connection to the text. 

 Example: 

"The city lights were a blanket of stars below, each one a story waiting to be discovered in the 
urban constellations." 

Explanation: This passage is rich in imagery and figurative language. The city lights are 
metaphorically compared to stars, introducing a layer of poetic imagination. The author uses 
figurative language to transform the ordinary into the extraordinary, inviting readers to view the 
cityscape through a new lens. 

Repetition and patterns 

In the second reading, it's time to focus on repetition and patterns within the text. Identify 
repeated words, phrases, or structures, as these often signify points of emphasis or 
importance. Recognize any shifts in repetition, as they may indicate changes in tone or 
direction. 

Patterns, whether in language, themes, or narrative structure, provide valuable insights. 
Repetition and recurring motifs can act as clues, guiding readers toward a more profound 
understanding of the author's intentions. 

 Example: 

"In the silence, the clock ticked, ticked, ticked, measuring the moments of solitude in echoes 
that reverberated through the empty room." 

Explanation: The repetition of the word "ticked" creates a pattern that mirrors the relentless 
passage of time. This repetition serves as a literary device, emphasising the quiet but persistent 
sound of the clock. The pattern contributes to the overall mood and theme of solitude. 

Character development (for fiction) 

For fiction texts, the second reading hones in on character development. Track the arc of 
characters—how they evolve or change throughout the narrative. Dive into character 
interactions through dialogue analysis, exploring how characters express themselves and 
interact with others. 
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Pay attention to relationships between characters and delve into internal monologues to 
understand their inner thoughts and motivations. Changes in behaviour and dialogue can 
provide valuable clues about a character's growth or regression. 

 Example: 

"As she entered the room, her shoulders slumped, a visible weight of exhaustion settling on 
her. The lines on her face told a story of battles fought and resilience gained." 

Explanation: This excerpt provides a glimpse into the character's emotional and physical state, 
showcasing character development. The use of descriptive language—slumped shoulders, 
visible exhaustion, lines on her face—paints a picture of the character's journey, revealing layers 
beyond mere actions. 

Textual clues and allusions 

Finally, in this chapter, turn your attention to textual clues and allusions. Research external 
references to historical events, other texts, or cultural elements within the text. Identify direct 
references and indirect allusions that may require deeper exploration. 

Understanding the cultural context of these references adds layers to the overall meaning of the 
text. Look for hidden allusions that contribute to the richness and complexity of the narrative. 

 Example: 

"His courage was a modern-day David facing corporate Goliaths, a symbolic battle that 
resonated with the underdog spirit of classic tales." 

Explanation: This passage includes an allusion to the biblical story of David and Goliath, 
providing a contextual clue. The author draws on this familiar narrative to enhance the 
understanding of the character's courage, creating a deeper layer of meaning through the 
allusion. 
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Chapter 9: Third reading – Delving deeper 
into the layers 
​
By now, you've journeyed through the realms of language, structure, and the artful strokes of 
the author's pen. As we venture into the third reading, get ready to delve even deeper into the 
labyrinth of words. This stage is like putting on a detective hat – we're on the hunt for hidden 
meanings, exploring the text's nooks and crannies, and uncovering the secrets that lie beneath 
the surface. 

In this leg of our literary adventure, we'll be Sherlock Holmes, unravelling the mysteries of 
symbolism, deciphering the code of themes, and perhaps even stumbling upon the treasure 
trove of the author's intentions. So, dust off your magnifying glass, sharpen your wits, and let's 
embark on this exciting quest to unveil the heart and soul of the text. The third reading awaits, 
and with it, the thrill of discovery! The third reading is an opportunity to delve deeper into the 
layers of meaning within the text, providing a more nuanced and comprehensive understanding 
of the work. 

The focus of the third reading can vary based on the goals of the reader and the nature of the 
text, but here are some common areas of focus: 

Themes and motifs: Explore and identify recurring themes or motifs in the text. Look for 
patterns that provide insight into the author's message or the overall meaning of the 
work. 

Characterization: Pay attention to the development of characters. Analyse their traits, 
motivations, and relationships. Consider how the author uses characterization to convey 
certain ideas or themes. 

Symbolism: Investigate symbols and their significance within the text. Symbols can be 
objects, actions, or elements that represent abstract ideas. Understand how they 
contribute to the overall meaning of the work. 

Language and style: Examine the author's use of language, including literary devices 
such as metaphors, similes, and imagery. Consider how the style of writing enhances the 
overall impact of the text. 

Tone and mood: Analyse the tone and mood of the text. Explore how the author's choice 
of words and writing style influences the emotional atmosphere of the work. 

Structure: Focus on the organisation and structure of the text. Consider the arrangement 
of paragraphs, chapters, or sections and how it contributes to the overall flow and 
meaning of the work. 

Contextual considerations: Take into account the historical, cultural, and social context in 
which the text was written. Understand how these factors may influence the meaning of 
certain elements within the text. 

Author's purpose: Reflect on the author's purpose in writing the text. Consider why the 
author chose particular themes, characters, or narrative techniques. Analyse how the 
author's intentions contribute to the overall message. 
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Critical perspectives: Consider different critical perspectives or interpretations of the 
text. Explore how other readers or scholars have analysed and interpreted the work. 

Unanswered questions: Identify any lingering questions or uncertainties you have about 
the text. Consider how these questions might lead to further exploration or discussion. 

What methods can be used during the third reading? 

During the third time you read a text closely, you might use different ways to help students to 
understand it better. First, you'll talk about the themes, characters, and symbols in the text. You 
want students to share what they think about the story. Then, you'll keep writing notes on the 
text, focusing on things like symbols or hints about what might happen later. You can use 
symbols or codes to mark different parts of the story. 

You might also have a discussion in class where everyone talks about the text together. As a 
teacher you will help guide the conversation, and students can share ideas with their 
classmates. After each time you read, you might ask students to write down what they think 
about the story in a journal or on the computer. 

To better understand the story, you might ask students to compare it to other stories or things 
that happened in history. This helps them to see how similar ideas can be used in different 
ways. You might work in small groups to study specific parts of the story, like the characters or 
symbols, and then share what you found with the whole class. 

You might also encourage students to be creative! They could write a different ending to the 
story, draw a picture, or even make up a song inspired by the text. This helps them to connect 
to the story in a fun way. 

Sometimes, you might introduce different ways to look at the story, like thinking about it from a 
feminist or historical perspective. This helps to see the story in new and interesting ways. You 
might also use worksheets or pictures to help explore different parts of the story, like the main 
ideas of how the characters act. 

Lastly, you might have students share their thoughts with a partner or a small group. This way, 
they can learn from each other and talk about different ideas. By doing these activities, students 
will really understand the story and learn to think more about what they read. 

In short we give an overview of different methods that can be used:  

Guided Discussion: 

●​ Engage students in a guided discussion about the themes, characters, and symbols in 
the text. 

●​ Encourage students to share their observations, interpretations, and questions. 

 Example: Teacher: "What are some recurring themes you noticed in the story? How do 
these themes contribute to the overall message of the text?" 

Textual Annotations: 
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●​ Ask students to continue annotating the text, focusing on more nuanced elements like 
symbolism, foreshadowing, or subtle character traits. 

●​ Encourage them to use symbols or codes to mark different types of literary devices. 

 Example: Student's Annotation: "The rose symbolizes love. 🌹 Foreshadowing - the 
storm hints at a conflict coming. ⚡️" 

Socratic Seminars: 

●​ Facilitate a Socratic seminar where students discuss the text collaboratively. 
●​ Encourage them to respond to each other's ideas and build on the insights shared. 

 Example: Teacher: "Why do you think the main character made that decision? How 
might another character see it differently?" 

Literary Journals or Reflections: 

●​ Have students keep a literary journal or reflection where they record their evolving 
thoughts and interpretations after each reading. 

●​ This can be a written or digital document. 

 Example: Student Reflection: "After reading today, I realized the protagonist's actions 
mirror a similar event in my own life." 

Comparative Analysis: 

●​ Ask students to compare elements of the text to other works they have read or to 
historical events and contexts. 

●​ Explore how similar themes or symbols are used differently across various texts. 

 Example: Classroom Discussion: "How does the use of symbolism in this text compare to 
the way it's used in the novel we read last month?" 

Group Activities: 

●​ Divide students into small groups and assign each group a specific aspect of the text to 
analyze (e.g., characterization, symbolism, language). 

●​ Have groups present their findings to the class. 

 Example: Group Presentation: "Our group focused on the dialogue between characters. It 
revealed a lot about their relationships and motivations." 

Creative Responses: 

●​ Encourage creative responses to the text, such as writing a different ending, creating a 
visual representation, or composing a piece of music inspired by the text. 

●​ This can deepen students' connection to the material. 
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 Example: Student Creative Response: "I wrote an alternative ending where the 
characters choose a different path, and it changed the entire tone of the story." 

Critical Lens Analysis: 

●​ Introduce students to critical lenses (e.g., feminist, Marxist, psychoanalytic) and guide 
them in applying these perspectives to analyze the text. 

●​ This helps students see the text through different interpretive frameworks. 

 Example: Teacher Prompt: "Apply a feminist perspective to analyze the actions of the 
female characters. How does it change your understanding of their roles?" 

Close Reading Worksheets: 

●​ Provide structured worksheets or graphic organizers that prompt students to explore 
specific aspects of the text during the third reading. 

●​ These can include sections for theme analysis, character development, and stylistic 
elements. 

 Example: Completed Worksheet: Students fill in sections analyzing themes, character 
development, and language use in the provided worksheet. 

Peer Review and Feedback: 

●​ Facilitate peer review sessions where students share their analyses with a partner or 
small group. 

●​ Encourage constructive feedback and discussions on different perspectives. 

 Example: "I think your interpretation of the symbolism is spot-on. Did anyone else notice 
how the author used repetition for emphasis?" 

By incorporating these methods, teachers can help students deepen their understanding of the 
text, develop critical thinking skills, and engage in meaningful literary analysis during the third 
reading of a Close Reading activity. 
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Chapter 10: Post Reading 
Post reading is the last phase of the Close Reading method. It is a critical part of the reading 
process that goes beyond the initial encounter with the text. It allows readers to extract deeper 
meanings, make personal connections, and develop a more nuanced and thoughtful 
interpretation of the material. 

Post reading, or the post-reading phase, is the segment of the reading process that unfolds after 
an individual completes reading a text. This crucial phase involves activities and reflections 
designed to amplify understanding, synthesize information, and foster critical thinking. As an 
integral part of the broader reading comprehension process, post reading endeavours to 
deepen engagement with the text. 

Upon completing the reading, individuals engage in reflection, contemplating the main ideas, 
themes, and the overall message conveyed by the text. The synthesis of information is a key 
component, as readers seek to connect disparate parts of the text, identify patterns, and 
construct a more comprehensive understanding. 

Furthermore, post reading entails a more in-depth analysis of the text. Readers delve into 
elements such as symbolism, characterization, and literary devices to uncover hidden 
meanings and nuances. Generating questions about the text is also a common practice during 
this phase, encouraging further exploration and discussion. 

Readers often express their creativity during post reading activities, generating alternative 
endings, creating visual representations, or producing art and music inspired by the content. 
Peer discussion plays a valuable role, as sharing insights and perspectives with peers 
contributes to a more holistic understanding of the material. 

Application of literary concepts learned during the reading process is another hallmark of post 
reading. This involves demonstrating an understanding of elements like theme, symbolism, and 
characterization within the context of the specific text. 

Moreover, post reading serves as a crucial preparation phase for assessments, discussions, or 
assignments related to the text. It allows readers to consolidate their insights, refine their 
interpretations, and be better equipped for subsequent engagements with the material. 

In essence, the post reading phase is an indispensable component of the reading journey. It 
empowers readers to extract deeper meanings, establish personal connections, and cultivate a 
more nuanced and thoughtful interpretation of the text. 

Activities for post-reading 

Post-reading activities can be both enjoyable and educational. Here are a few fun activities that 
can be done in the post-reading phase: 

1.​ Character Interviews: 
o​ Have students imagine they are journalists and conduct interviews with 

characters from the story. They can prepare questions based on the character's 
traits and actions. 

2.​ Storyboard Creation: 
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o​ Ask students to create a storyboard that visually represents the key events in the 
story. This can be a fun way to reinforce comprehension and sequencing. 

3.​ Literary Scavenger Hunt: 
o​ Hide quotes or excerpts from the text around the classroom or school. Students 

then embark on a scavenger hunt to find and match the quotes to the correct 
locations. 

4.​ Book-to-Movie Adaptation: 
o​ Encourage students to imagine the story as a movie. They can create posters, 

casting choices, or even short trailers for their envisioned film adaptation. 
5.​ Alternative Endings: 

o​ Challenge students to rewrite the ending of the story. This activity allows for 
creative expression and critical thinking as students consider different outcomes. 

6.​ Character Social Media Profiles: 
o​ Have students create social media profiles for the characters in the story. What 

would their Instagram posts or tweets look like? This activity combines creativity 
with character analysis. 

7.​ Textual Charades: 
o​ Select key scenes or phrases from the text and have students act them out in a 

game of charades. It's a lively way to reinforce understanding and recall specific 
details. 

8.​ Book Club Discussions: 
o​ Organize a book club-style discussion where students can share their thoughts, 

favourite parts, and questions about the text in a relaxed and informal setting. 
9.​ Mystery Bag Analysis: 

o​ Place various objects related to the story in a mystery bag. Students take turns 
reaching in, feeling the objects, and explaining how each item is connected to the 
text. 

10.​Collaborative Story Writing: 
o​ Have students work in groups to create a continuation of the story. Each group 

contributes a section, building on the previous group's contribution. 
11.​ Literary Journals or Blogs: 

o​ Ask students to maintain a literary journal or blog where they share their 
reflections, favourite quotes, and creative responses to the text. 

12.​ Create a Playlist: 
o​ Challenge students to create a playlist of songs that they feel capture the mood or 

themes of the story. This activity encourages them to think about the emotional 
aspects of the text. 

Remember, the goal is to foster a deeper understanding of the text while making the 
post-reading phase enjoyable and interactive for students. 

Chapter 11: Tips for a successful lesson of 
Close Reading 
Creating a successful Close Reading lesson requires careful planning and consideration of 
various elements. To end this chapter of the different phases of Close Reading we want to 
repeat some tips for teachers to make their Close Reading lessons successful: 

1.​ Select Appropriate Texts: 
o​ Choose texts that are rich in content, offer opportunities for in-depth analysis, 

and are suitable for the students' reading levels and interests. 
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2.​ Set Clear Objectives: 
o​ Clearly define the learning objectives for the Close Reading lesson. What specific 

skills or concepts do you want students to grasp by the end of the lesson? 
3.​ Break Texts into Manageable Portions: 

o​ Divide the selected text into manageable sections. This helps students focus on 
specific details without feeling overwhelmed. 

4.​ Establish a Purpose for Reading: 
o​ Clearly communicate to students why they are reading the text. Are they looking 

for specific information, analyzing a theme, or understanding the author's style? 
5.​ Pre-teach Vocabulary: 

o​ Identify and pre-teach any challenging vocabulary that students may encounter 
in the text. This ensures they have the necessary language skills to comprehend 
the material. 

6.​ Model Close Reading Strategies: 
o​ Model the Close Reading process for students. Demonstrate how to annotate, ask 

questions, and identify key elements in a text. 
7.​ Encourage Annotation: 

o​ Encourage students to annotate the text actively. Annotations can include 
underlining key phrases, writing questions or comments in the margins, and 
highlighting important details. 

8.​ Facilitate Guided Discussions: 
o​ Engage students in guided discussions about the text. Pose thought-provoking 

questions and encourage students to share their interpretations and insights with 
the class. 

9.​ Incorporate Think-Alouds: 
o​ Use think-alouds to articulate your thought process as you navigate through the 

text. This helps students understand how experienced readers approach Close 
Reading. 

10.​Differentiate Instruction: 
o​ Recognize and accommodate different learning styles and reading levels within 

the classroom. Provide additional support or enrichment activities as needed. 
11.​ Utilize Graphic Organizers: 

o​ Integrate graphic organizers to help students visually organize information. 
Graphic organizers can aid in the analysis of characters, themes, and other 
literary elements. 

12.​ Encourage Collaborative Learning: 
o​ Foster collaborative learning by incorporating partner or small group discussions. 

This allows students to share their perspectives and learn from one another. 
13.​ Provide Constructive Feedback: 

o​ Offer constructive feedback on students' Close Reading activities. This feedback 
should guide them in refining their analytical skills and understanding of the text. 

14.​ Connect to Real-World Contexts: 
o​ Relate the text to real-world contexts or current events. This helps students see 

the relevance of Close Reading and literature in their lives. 
15.​ Reflect on Learning: 

o​ Conclude the lesson with a reflective discussion. Ask students to share what they 
learned, any challenges they faced, and how they can apply Close Reading skills 
in the future. 

By incorporating these tips, you can create engaging and effective Close Reading lessons that 
promote deep understanding and critical thinking among students. 
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Chapter 12: Assessment in Close Reading 
In education, assessment is like a compass guiding us through the vast landscapes of learning. 
In this course, we'll be focusing on a special skill—Close Reading—and understanding how to 
assess it effectively. Why is it important? How do we do it? What exactly are we assessing, and 
when is the best time? Let's embark on a journey to demystify the assessment process in Close 
Reading. 

Why Assess in Close Reading? Assessment in Close Reading isn't just about grades; it's about 
unlocking the hidden treasures within a text. By understanding why we assess, we can make 
sure students are not just reading but truly comprehending and engaging with the material. 
Assessments become a tool for improvement, guiding both educators and learners toward a 
deeper understanding of the written word. 

How to Assess in Close Reading? Close Reading involves looking at a text with a magnifying 
glass. But how do we measure what students are finding? In this course, we'll explore practical 
strategies and techniques to assess Close Reading effectively. From crafting thoughtful 
questions to designing engaging activities, we'll uncover the "how" of assessment. 

What Are We Assessing in Close Reading? It's not just about checking if students remember 
details; it's about assessing their ability to dig deep into a text. What are the key elements we 
should be evaluating? From understanding themes and characters to analyzing language and 
style, we'll unravel the layers of assessment in Close Reading. 

When Is the Right Time to Assess? Timing matters. In this course, we'll discuss when it's best to 
assess Close Reading skills. Is it during the reading process, after, or both? Understanding the 
timing of assessments ensures they align with the natural flow of the learning journey. 

Join us on this exploration of assessment in Close Reading, where we'll answer the "why," break 
down the "how," identify the "what," and pinpoint the "when." Get ready to transform 
assessments into valuable tools that illuminate the path to deeper understanding in the 
captivating world of Close Reading! 

Possibilities of assessment  

Here are a few strategies and methods to assess a Close Reading lesson effectively: 

1.​ Text-Dependent Questions: 
o​ Develop questions that require students to provide evidence directly from the 

text to support their answers. This assesses their understanding of specific details 
and their ability to analyze the text thoroughly. 

2.​ Written Responses: 
o​ Assign written responses where students articulate their interpretations of the 

text. This could include short essays, reflections, or summaries that demonstrate 
their comprehension and analytical skills. 

3.​ Annotation Analysis: 
o​ Review students' annotations on the text. Assess the depth and relevance of their 

annotations to gauge their engagement and understanding of the material. 
4.​ Discussion Participation: 
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o​ Observe and assess students' participation in Close Reading discussions. Evaluate 
their ability to contribute meaningfully, ask insightful questions, and engage in 
collaborative analysis. 

5.​ Graphic Organisers: 
o​ Use graphic organizers to assess how well students organize and categorize 

information from the text. This method helps evaluate their ability to identify 
patterns and relationships. 

6.​ Concept Mapping: 
o​ Have students create concept maps that visually represent the main ideas, 

themes, and connections within the text. This assesses their ability to synthesize 
information and see the bigger picture. 

7.​ Peer Review: 
o​ Introduce peer review sessions where students share their analyses with a 

partner or small group. This promotes collaborative learning and provides diverse 
perspectives on understanding the text. 

8.​ Creative Projects: 
o​ Assign creative projects that require students to express their understanding of 

the text through alternative means, such as art, music, or drama. This assesses 
their ability to apply Close Reading skills in different contexts. 

9.​ Exit Tickets: 
o​ Use exit tickets or quick quizzes to assess students' understanding of specific 

aspects covered in the Close Reading lesson. This provides a snapshot of 
individual comprehension. 

10.​One-Minute Papers: 
o​ At the end of the lesson, ask students to write a one-minute paper summarizing 

the main ideas or key takeaways from the Close Reading. This assesses their 
ability to distill and articulate important information. 

11.​ Self-Assessment: 
o​ Incorporate self-assessment tools where students reflect on their own 

understanding and identify areas they find challenging. This encourages 
metacognition and empowers students to take ownership of their learning. 

12.​ Conceptual Checks: 
o​ Periodically pause during the lesson to check students' understanding of key 

concepts or ideas. This can be done through brief class discussions or quick polls 
to gauge comprehension levels. 

13.​ Reading Journals: 
o​ Have students maintain reading journals where they document their thoughts, 

questions, and reactions during the Close Reading process. Assess these journals 
to understand their cognitive and emotional engagement with the text. 

14.​ Rubric-Based Evaluation: 
o​ Develop clear assessment rubrics outlining specific criteria for successful Close 

Reading. This provides transparency about expectations and facilitates consistent 
evaluation. 

15.​ Reflection Activities: 
o​ Include reflection activities at the end of the lesson where students assess their 

own learning, identify areas of growth, and set goals for future Close Reading 
endeavours. 

By combining a variety of these assessment strategies, teachers can gain a comprehensive 
understanding of students' Close Reading skills and tailor their instruction accordingly. 

An example of assessment  
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Let's consider an example of a Close Reading assessment for an English class. In this case, the 
focus is on analyzing a specific passage from a novel. 

Passage: "Atticus, he was real nice." "Most people are, Scout, when you finally see them." 

Task Instructions: 

1.​ Annotation: 
o​ Annotate the passage, highlighting and underlining key words or phrases that 

contribute to the characterization of Atticus Finch. Provide brief margin notes 
explaining your annotations. 

2.​ Character Analysis: 
o​ Write a paragraph (150-200 words) analyzing how the passage contributes to the 

characterization of Atticus Finch. Consider his personality, values, and 
relationships. Support your analysis with specific examples from the passage. 

3.​ Comparative Analysis: 
o​ Compare Atticus Finch's characterization in this passage with his portrayal in an 

earlier part of the novel. Discuss any changes or developments in his character, 
and explain how these contribute to the overall themes of the story. 

4.​ Socratic Seminar Participation: 
o​ Participate in a Socratic seminar where you will discuss the passage and your 

analysis with your peers. Be prepared to respond to questions and engage in a 
meaningful dialogue about the character of Atticus Finch. 

Assessment Criteria: 

●​ Annotation (10 points): Clear and insightful annotations that highlight relevant details. 
●​ Character Analysis (20 points): Well-constructed paragraph demonstrating a deep 

understanding of Atticus Finch's character in the given passage. 
●​ Comparative Analysis (15 points): Thoughtful comparison with evidence from the novel, 

showing an understanding of character development. 
●​ Socratic Seminar Participation (15 points): Active and meaningful participation in the 

discussion, demonstrating an ability to articulate and defend ideas. 

This assessment not only evaluates students' Close Reading skills but also assesses their ability 
to analyze character development, make comparisons within the text, and engage in 
collaborative discussions—a comprehensive approach to understanding both the passage and 
the broader themes of the novel. 

An example of a Graphic Organizer  

A graphic organizer for Close Reading can take various forms depending on the specific focus of 
the lesson. Here's an example of a graphic organizer designed to help students analyze a 
character in a text: 

Instructions: 

1.​ Character Details: 
o​ Record basic information about the character, such as name, age, role, etc. 

2.​ Quotes and Evidence: 
o​ Collect quotes from the text that provide insight into the character's personality, 

actions, and relationships. Include page numbers for easy reference. 
3.​ Character Traits: 
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o​ Identify and describe specific character traits exhibited by the character. Use 
adjectives to capture their personality. 

4.​ Character's Motivations: 
o​ Analyze the character's motivations and goals. What drives their actions and 

decisions? 
5.​ Character's Relationships: 

o​ Explore the character's interactions with other characters. How do they relate to 
and influence those around them? 

6.​ Character's Changes: 
o​ Track any changes or developments in the character throughout the text. How 

does the character evolve over time? 
7.​ Character's Impact: 

o​ Consider the character's significance to the overall plot and themes of the text. 
How does the character contribute to the story? 

​
Usage:​
As students engage in a Close Reading of a text, they can fill in this graphic organizer to organize 
their thoughts and evidence about the character. The completed graphic organizer can serve as 
a valuable reference for writing character analysis essays or participating in class discussions.
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An example of Assessment Rubric for Close Reading 

Criteria Exemplary (4) Proficient (3) Basic (2) Limited (1) Score 

Understanding of 
Text 

Demonstrates a thorough 
understanding of the text, 
including complex themes, 
nuances, and details. 
Provides insightful 
interpretations. 

Shows a good 
understanding of the text, 
grasping key themes and 
details. Offers thoughtful 
interpretations. 

Demonstrates a basic 
understanding of the text, 
identifying some themes 
and details. Interpretations 
are simple. 

Displays limited 
understanding of the text, 
struggling to identify key 
themes and details. 
Interpretations are unclear 
or inaccurate. 

 

Textual Evidence 

Effectively incorporates 
multiple relevant quotes and 
examples from the text to 
support analysis. Quotes are 
well-chosen and insightful. 

Uses some relevant quotes 
and examples from the text 
to support analysis. Quotes 
are generally appropriate. 

Includes limited quotes or 
examples from the text to 
support analysis. Quotes 
may lack relevance or 
specificity. 

Fails to provide sufficient or 
appropriate textual 
evidence to support 
analysis. 

 

Analysis and 
Inference 

Skilfully analyses the text, 
making insightful inferences 
and connections. 
Demonstrates a deep 
understanding of the author's 
choices and literary devices. 

Analyses the text, making 
reasonable inferences and 
connections. Shows a good 
understanding of the 
author's choices and literary 
devices. 

Provides a basic analysis of 
the text, making 
straightforward inferences 
and connections. Identifies 
some authorial choices and 
literary devices. 

Offers limited analysis of 
the text, with unclear or 
superficial inferences. 
Struggles to identify 
authorial choices and 
literary devices. 

 

Organization and 
Structure 

Presents ideas in a 
well-organized manner with 
a clear structure. Transitions 
between ideas are smooth 
and logical. 

Organizes ideas coherently 
with a generally clear 
structure. Transitions 
between ideas are present 
and mostly smooth. 

Demonstrates basic 
organization but may lack 
clarity in structure. 
Transitions between ideas 
are somewhat abrupt or 
unclear. 

Organization is unclear or 
confusing, hindering the 
flow of ideas. Lacks 
effective transitions 
between ideas. 

 

Language and 
Expression 

Uses sophisticated and 
precise language, 
demonstrating a strong 
command of vocabulary. 
Expression is articulate and 
engaging. 

Uses appropriate language 
with a good vocabulary. 
Expression is clear and 
effective. 

Uses basic language with 
limited vocabulary. 
Expression may be 
somewhat repetitive or 
bland. 

Language use is simplistic 
or unclear, hindering 
effective communication. 
Expression lacks variety. 

 

Critical Thinking 
Skills 

Demonstrates advanced 
critical thinking skills, 
consistently examining the 
text from multiple 
perspectives. Asks insightful 
questions. 

Exhibits strong critical 
thinking skills, considering 
various aspects of the text. 
Raises thoughtful questions. 

Demonstrates basic critical 
thinking skills, exploring 
some aspects of the text. 
May pose simple questions. 

Shows limited critical 
thinking skills, with a 
shallow exploration of the 
text. Questions lack depth 
or relevance. 

 

Overall 
Presentation 

Presents work in a highly 
polished and engaging 
manner. Formatting is clear, 
and work is free from errors. 

Presents work effectively 
with minimal errors. 
Formatting is generally 
clear. 

Presents work with some 
errors or inconsistencies. 
Formatting may be 
somewhat unclear. 

Presents work with 
numerous errors or 
inconsistencies. Formatting 
is unclear or significantly 
detracts from the 
presentation. 

 

Scoring: 

●​ 16–20: Exemplary 
●​ 11–15: Proficient 
●​ 6–10: Basic 
●​ 1–5: Limited 

Note: Teachers can adjust specific criteria or add additional details to align with the specific 
learning goals and expectations for their students. 
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Chapter 13: Adapting Close Reading for 
diverse learners 
In the rich tapestry of our classrooms, diversity is not just a reality but a tremendous asset. Each 
learner brings a unique set of strengths, challenges, and perspectives to the learning 
experience. In this chapter, we delve into the art of Close Reading, seeking not only to unlock 
the secrets within texts but also to tailor this powerful practice to meet the needs of our diverse 
students. 

Close Reading, with its emphasis on in-depth analysis and critical thinking, has the potential to 
be a dynamic and inclusive tool in our educational arsenal. As we adapt Close Reading 
strategies for diverse learners, we open doors to accessibility, engagement, and personalized 
growth. 

This course invites you to explore innovative ways to ensure that Close Reading becomes a 
scaffold for every student, regardless of their learning style, language proficiency, or unique 
needs. Together, we will discover strategies that celebrate diversity, embrace inclusion, and 
elevate the learning experience for all. 

So, let's embark on this journey—where the beauty of Close Reading meets the richness of 
diversity, creating an environment where every learner's journey is valued, supported, and 
uniquely enhanced. Get ready to adapt, empower, and witness the profound impact of Close 
Reading on every learner in your diverse classroom! 

This chapter explores innovative ways to transform Close Reading into a versatile scaffold—one 
that supports every learner, regardless of their learning style, language proficiency, or unique 
needs. 

Embracing Multimodal Approaches 

Visual Tools: 

Incorporate visual aids such as graphic organizers, charts, and diagrams. Visual learners can 
benefit from seeing the structure of the text mapped out, aiding comprehension and analysis. 

Infographics: 

Create or utilize infographics to distil key information from the text. This not only supports 
visual learners but also provides a quick reference for students with diverse needs. 

Interactive Timelines: 

For texts with a chronological structure, develop interactive timelines. This hands-on approach 
engages kinesthetic learners while reinforcing the sequence of events. 

Tailoring Language Accessibility 

Multilingual Resources: 

Offer Close Reading materials in multiple languages, ensuring that language proficiency is not a 
barrier to comprehension. This approach promotes inclusivity among English language learners. 
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Vocabulary Supports: 

Provide glossaries or annotated versions of the text, offering additional support for students 
with varying vocabulary levels or language challenges. 

Translated Texts: 

Utilize translated versions of texts for students who may benefit from reading the material in 
their native language. This strategy ensures that language barriers do not hinder 
comprehension. 

Differentiating Instruction 

Varied Text Formats: 

Present the same content in different formats—written text, audio, and video. This 
accommodates diverse learning preferences and allows students to engage with the material in 
a way that suits them best. 

Levelled Texts: 

Offer levelled versions of the text to cater to different reading abilities. This differentiation 
ensures that every student can access the content at an appropriate challenge level. 

Flexible Grouping: 

Implement flexible grouping strategies, allowing students to collaborate based on their 
strengths and learning preferences. This fosters a supportive environment where each student's 
unique contribution is valued. 

Incorporating Technology 

Audiobooks and Podcasts: 

Leverage audiobooks or podcasts for auditory learners. This approach not only accommodates 
diverse learning styles but also introduces students to alternative ways of consuming 
information. 

Interactive Apps: 

Explore interactive apps that provide additional support, such as text-to-speech features, 
interactive annotations, and adaptive learning pathways. These tools cater to a spectrum of 
learning needs. 

Virtual Reality (VR) Experiences: 

For a truly immersive experience, consider virtual reality platforms that bring literature to life. 
This innovative approach engages students on a sensory level, making the text more accessible 
and memorable. 

Cultivating a Supportive Environment 

Peer Collaboration: 
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Promote collaborative learning where students support each other. Peer collaboration not only 
enhances understanding but also creates a sense of community where diverse perspectives are 
celebrated. 

Student Choice: 

Offer options for students to choose texts aligned with their interests. This autonomy fosters a 
sense of ownership, making the Close Reading experience more meaningful and engaging. 

Ongoing Feedback: 

Provide consistent and constructive feedback tailored to individual needs. Ongoing feedback 
allows for adjustments, ensuring that each student can progress at their own pace. 

Innovative adaptations in Close Reading are not just about meeting diverse needs; they are 
about celebrating the rich tapestry of our classrooms. By weaving these strategies into our 
instructional fabric, we create an environment where every student is seen, heard, and 
empowered to navigate the intricate world of Close Reading. Through innovation, flexibility, 
and a commitment to inclusivity, we transform Close Reading into a scaffold that uplifts each 
unique learner on their educational journey. 
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Chapter 14: How to build a culture of Close 
Reading in school? 
Building a culture of Close Reading in the classroom requires a deliberate and collaborative 
effort from school leaders, teachers, and students. To begin, schools should provide ongoing 
professional development for teachers on Close Reading strategies, equipping them with the 
skills and knowledge necessary for effective implementation. Establishing a shared vision and 
goals for Close Reading across the school is crucial, ensuring that everyone, from 
administrators to students, understands the importance and objectives of Close Reading. 

Strong leadership support is essential for the success of Close Reading initiatives. School 
leaders should actively participate in professional development, modelling the significance of 
Close Reading. Additionally, aligning the curriculum to emphasize Close Reading skills and 
allocating resources for the acquisition of suitable materials are key steps. Encouraging 
collaborative planning among teachers fosters a culture where educators from different 
disciplines work together to integrate Close Reading strategies across subjects. 

Modelling Close Reading strategies during staff meetings or professional development sessions 
further reinforces the importance of Close Reading and provides teachers with firsthand 
experience as learners. The gradual release of the responsibility model can be implemented, 
moving from teacher-led Close Reading activities to collaborative and independent student 
work as their skills develop. Creating engaging and meaningful Close Reading activities that 
capture students' interest and linking Close Reading to real-world applications enhances 
student engagement and relevance. 

In terms of assessment, developing clear criteria for Close Reading skills and providing 
constructive feedback to students is crucial. Assessment should focus on growth and 
improvement rather than just grades. Integrating reflection into the Close Reading process and 
encouraging students to reflect on their thinking, strategies, and areas for improvement are 
essential components. 

Fostering a reading community within the school is another key aspect of building a culture of 
Close Reading. Establishing reading clubs, book discussions, or events that celebrate reading 
achievements contributes to a positive environment around literacy. Involving parents in the 
Close Reading initiative by sharing resources and strategies empowers them to support their 
children's reading skills at home. 

Lastly, continuous improvement is vital. Regularly assessing the effectiveness of Close Reading 
initiatives and gathering feedback from teachers, students, and parents ensures that the 
approach evolves and adapts to meet the changing needs of the school community. 
Celebrating successes related to Close Reading, acknowledging exemplary student work, and 
recognizing teachers who demonstrate exceptional commitment all contribute to a thriving 
culture of Close Reading. 
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Chapter 15: The iRead game 
In collaboration with an Erasmus partnership between Belgium, Estonia and Ireland, we're 
thrilled to introduce a groundbreaking game designed to enhance reading skills and cultivate a 
love for literature among students. This initiative reflects the commitment to leverage 
technology and creativity to transform the educational landscape. 

Advantages of Using a Game in Education 

Harnessing the power of games in education brings forth a myriad of advantages. First and 
foremost, games have an inherent ability to captivate and engage learners. By infusing elements 
of challenge, competition, and exploration, educational games create an immersive 
environment that motivates students to actively participate in the learning process. 

Games also provide a dynamic platform for personalized learning. Tailoring content to 
individual skill levels and preferences allows students to progress at their own pace, fostering a 
sense of autonomy and mastery. Additionally, the interactive nature of games promotes 
experiential learning, enabling students to apply and reinforce their reading skills in a 
contextualized and enjoyable context. 

The collaborative aspect of many educational games, including the one developed through the 
Erasmus partnership, encourages teamwork and communication. Students can collaborate, 
share insights, and collectively navigate challenges, promoting a sense of community within the 
classroom. 

Moreover, gamified learning experiences have the potential to cultivate a positive attitude 
toward learning. When educational content is presented in the form of a game, it transforms 
the learning process into a pleasurable and rewarding endeavour, instilling a genuine love for 
reading and exploration. 

Threats of Using Games in the Classroom 

While the integration of games in education offers numerous benefits, it's essential to be 
mindful of potential challenges. One major concern is the risk of students becoming overly 
focused on the game itself, neglecting the educational content. Striking a balance between 
engagement and learning objectives is crucial to ensure that the game serves its intended 
purpose. 

Another potential threat is the temptation for students to view educational games as mere 
entertainment rather than valuable learning tools. It is imperative to design games that align 
with educational goals and provide meaningful content, avoiding the pitfalls of superficial 
engagement. 

Factors that helped determine the development of the game 

From the start it was clear that the development of the game had to contribute to increasing 
reading motivation among young people in order to increase their reading skills. To achieve this 
goal, we established a number of factors that helped determine the development of the game - 
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both in terms of content and technicality. These factors can also play a role in choosing reading 
texts for reading instruction in general. 

1. Clear learning objectives: Clearly define the learning objectives and align them with 
curriculum standards. This ensures that the game makes a meaningful contribution to the 
learning objectives of the class. 

2. Connecting to the living environment of young people: by taking into account the social 
context of the target audience and tailoring the texts accordingly, students are more likely to be 
motivated to work with a text. 

3. Integration with curriculum: Seamlessly integrate the game with existing curriculum and 
instructional strategies. The game should complement classroom activities and enhance the 
overall learning experience. 

4. Varied assessment methods: Implement varied assessment methods to measure the 
effectiveness of the game. By combining traditional assessments with game-based metrics, you 
gain a comprehensive understanding of student progress. 

5. Professionalization: Provide professional development opportunities for teachers to 
familiarize them with the game and its educational potential. Teachers play a crucial role in 
guiding students through the game and maximizing its impact. 

6. Inclusivity: Ensure that the game is accessible to all students, taking into account diverse 
learning needs and abilities. Design features that suit different learning styles and preferences. 

7. Feedback mechanisms: Integrate feedback mechanisms into the game to provide students 
with real-time guidance. Constructive feedback promotes a growth mindset and encourages 
continuous improvement. 

8. Flexibility: Design the game to be flexible and adaptable to different classrooms and age 
groups. This ensures that it can be effectively implemented in different educational contexts. 

By embracing the benefits of game-based learning while addressing potential threats, 
educators can create a vibrant and effective learning environment that fosters a genuine love of 
reading in students. 
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